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Difficulties in Communications encountered during the crisis led to the installation of direct telephone communications between the leaders to avoid any future misunderstandings. Of course, there were many other men involved who gave complete loyalty to the President. 20. Robert Kennedy, at the direction of the President, personally supervised
these activities and was very persistent in pushing the CIA for more aggressive action against Cuba and against Castro personally. However, the refusal of the U.S. to disavow a nuclear first strike made the Russians justifiably nervous. This Learning Guide was last updated on October 18, 2015. A full scale U.S. invasion would have been much
different than the puny Bay of Pigs effort. During the crisis he warned that there will be people who, through stupidity or because of their own agenda, would take actions to push the country toward a nuclear Armageddon. No suggested Answers. In an attempt to redress the imbalance in nuclear missiles and ensure that the U.S. would not mount
another Cuban invasion, Nikita Khrushchev, dictator of the Soviet Union, began a program to secretly place intermediate range nuclear missiles in Cuba. Suggested Response: See the section entitled “WHO BEARS RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS CLOSE BRUSH WITH NUCLEAR WAR?” 4. When we balance off that our problem is not merely Cuba but it
is also Berlin and when we recognize the importance of Berlin to Europe, and recognize the importance of our allies to us, that’s what has made this thing be a dilemma for three days. Given the historical tendency of the U.S. to invade Latin American countries and the ongoing Operation Mongoose, the Russians and the Cubans justifiably feared for
the territorial integrity of Cuba. The responsible officials, the head of the CIA (Allen Dulles) and an assistant (Bissell) were told by President Kennedy that they were to resign after a decent interval. There was no U.S. policy to invade Cuba and while Kennedy wanted to depose or assassinate Castro, he could and did say that the U.S. was giving up
nothing by agreeing not to invade Cuba. It was also a hypocritical view, given the fact that the U.S. maintained nuclear missiles in Turkey and several other countries close to the Soviet Union. 487.) Secretly placing offensive nuclear weapons outside the Soviet Union, 90 miles from the U.S. mainland, was a clandestine military offensive that
attempted to change the nuclear balance of terror. At the time of the crisis, Russia had less than 40 ICBMs while the U.S. had approximately 170. In a confidential side agreement, the U.S. promised future removal of 15 obsolete Jupiter missiles from Turkey. Suggested Response: The general consensus is that President Kennedy displayed excellent
leadership skills in this crisis and that this leadership was key in avoiding nuclear war. The movie takes some liberties with the facts. He could treat the incident as an intentional escalation ordered by the Kremlin or view it as an unauthorized action by an overeager Soviet commander. You may want to read the Helpful Background information in this
Guide should your children want more details about this risky period in Cold War history. And they do care about Berlin and about their own security. Importantly, Fidel Castro had experience only in a civil war that was relatively painless. By restraining those who wanted to initiate air strikes or an invasion, and by starting the U.S. response with a
naval quarantine, President Kennedy avoided war. 11. On balance, responsibility for events which put the future of the world at risk fall much further to the Soviet side than to the U.S.; more to Khrushchev than to Kennedy. May. The Russians established a Communist state in their zone called East Germany. Finally, all types of views were solicited.
After record deployments, Iowans reflect on their experiences and tally the emotional toll. They believe that the threat of force and the ability to carry it out usually prevents war. One choice led the world much closer to nuclear war and the other kept alive the hope for a peaceful resolution. Tures, Assistant Professor of Political Science, at La Grange
College, La Grange, Georgia, for help with early drafts of this Learning Guide and to Alexander Frieden for proofreading and comments. Moreover, the Western outpost of Berlin would certainly have fallen and perhaps the entire NATO alliance would have failed, if the Russians had not been convinced that the U.S. would wage a nuclear war to protect
Berlin. The risk of a general nuclear war was the problem. Would it have escalated the conflict to a nuclear confrontation? Many had experienced war first hand. Suggested Response: The advantage of using previously-planned-out scenarios is that they have been developed at a time of leisure when the stresses of the present crisis didn’t deprive
planners of the time to think clearly and meticulously. What happened to the U.S. in Vietnam and what principle in history does this scene illustrate? The U.S. had no information as to which was correct. In this case, as Secretary McNamara stated, firing on the Soviet ship sent a message to Khrushchev that President Kennedy may not have wanted to
send. (Source: Statement by McNamara interviewed in “The Fog of War.” See also Thirteen Days, p. There were other considerations, including the need to look strong on the International stage, the need to punish Russia for a reckless gamble, etc. Question 4: What may have been the result had those who wanted military action against Russia,
prevailed. The U.S., for its part, had approximately 170 ICBMs, in addition to hundreds of long range bombers, IRBMs and submarine based missiles. Looking to expand, Germany demanded that Czechoslovakia cede to it a part of Czech territory called the Sudetenland in which approximately 3 million ethnic Germans (23% of the population) lived.
General LeMay thought that nuclear war with the Soviets was inevitable and wanted it to occur before the U.S. lost its 18 to 1 superiority in nuclear delivery devices. It enables students to understand the importance of diplomacy and leadership in high office. Over the years, as more about the crisis became public, it has become clear that the noninvasion pledge was a real concession. The Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko stated to President Kennedy when they met during the crisis that after the November elections in the U.S., the Russians would be “compelled” to “take steps to end the Western presence in Berlin. History has judged the pledge not to invade Cuba to have been a
legitimate compromise while additional concessions might have been appeasement. As described above, the Russians had good reason not to believe it.) This commitment was, in fact, a concession by the U.S. It gave Khrushchev a way to claim that he had achieved an important objective despite removing the missiles. 7. Suggested Response: It was a
civilian matter because the response of the U.S. warship could have led to war. Almost immediately after World War II, relations between the Soviet Union and the U.S. deteriorated, ending the cooperation which enabled the Allies to defeat Nazi Germany. However, President Kennedy understood the horrors of war, especially of nuclear war. Never
again would America and Russia come to the brink of a nuclear Armageddon. The strains on the NATO alliance would have been severe and perhaps fatal. A good answer will touch on the issues set out in the note from the authors preceding this question. In 1991-92, Soviet officials revealed that 42 [missiles] had been in place and fully operational.
The Soviet leadership didn’t realize how much the U.S. feared Russia’s nuclear deterrent. The Excomm was an unusual body because it included representatives from outside the government, in this case former Secretary of State Dean Acheson. President Kennedy pledged not invade Cuba. What ironies can be seen in the fact that President Kennedy
became known as a peacemaker in the Cuban Crisis, yet he had sanctioned the Bay of Pigs invasion and authorized Operation Mongoose? 328.) However, one basic point of the movie is correct. Stevenson’s speech was instrumental in preventing a war and it enhanced U.S. prestige. Managing a crisis means limiting the risk. See Standard Questions
Suitable for Any Film. Kennedy), Steven Culp (Attorney General Robert Kennedy), Dylan Baker (Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara), Kevin Conway (Air Force Chief of Staff Curtis LeMay), Bill Smitrovich (General Maxwell Taylor), Henry Strozier (Secretary of State Dean Rusk), Elya Baskin (Soviet Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin). During the
Cuban Missile Crisis, U.S. intelligence was instrumental in making the case that the missiles actually existed. The Excomm deliberations shown in the film were the means by which President Kennedy obtained advice during the Cuban Missile Crisis. The presence of Russian missiles in Cuba would hinder many of Castro’s other goals, such as
exporting revolution to other Latin American countries. Privacy Policy - Terms of Use - Interest-based Ads© 2022 NGC-UK Partnership, All Rights Reserved SUBJECTS — U.S./1945 – 1991; World/Russia & Cold War; SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING — Leadership; Brothers; Peace/Peacemakers; MORAL-ETHICAL EMPHASIS — Responsibility. The
truth is quite different. Suggested Response: The civilians not only have a valuable perspective but they have the ultimate responsibility. Credits and Thanks: To John A. (Source: ” Thirteen Days.) However, the movie glosses over the importance of the quick support of the NATO allies of the U.S. and even of African countries which would have had an
important role if the Russians had tried to send nuclear arms to Cuba by air in order to avoid the naval blockade. (3) Khrushchev wanted to change the status quo in West Berlin and damage the NATO alliance by using the missiles to force the U.S. to back down on Berlin, or trade West Berlin for taking the missiles out of Cuba or to distract the U.S. so
that it would not react to a Russian takeover of West Berlin. Khrushchev mistakenly thought that the young President was callow and weak. Khrushchev is reported to have made several remarks to close aides that indicated that improving Russia’s nuclear capabilities and reducing the U.S. advantage were important to him. It did place the U.S. in a
position to quickly choke off oil and other essential imports to Cuba in case of war. (The three Anchor Standards read: “Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media, including visually and quantitatively as well as in words.”) CCSS pp. In the movie, the O’Donnell character asks Bobby Kennedy to consider whether the hostile second
letter was the result of the feelers that he and his brother (the President) had sent to Khrushchev which offered to trade the obsolete NATO missiles in Turkey for the Russian missiles in Cuba. “… [N]o matter what they put in there, we could live today under. While there were defenses to the long range bombers, there were no defenses to ICBMs or
IRBMs and the American weapons could have taken out well over 100 million Russians and their allies. 488 – 505; The Cuban Missile Crisis: 1962: A National Security Review by Laurence Chang and Peter Kornbluh, The New York Press, 1998; chapter cited in Medina, below; The Cuban Missile Crisis — At Issue in History, Edited by Loreta M. A
vigorous response was required to preserve U.S. credibility with its allies and to prevent the Russians from thinking that similar future moves would be tolerated by the U.S. (i.e., the Munich problem). From the time of Munich until long after the U.S. had declared war on Germany, Joseph P. Castro knew Cuba would be incinerated but was willing to
sacrifice the island and its people for the good of the Communistcause world-wide. Accordingly, the air strike was planned for the 30th, before any nuclear warheads could be installed. This occurred when a Russian commander violated orders and acted on his own initiative. The cost to repair after the flooding is gone. Market analysis with Don
Roose. 1. The scope of Operation Mongoose was not known and it had not been official U.S. policy to invade Cuba. Suggested Response: Not necessarily because Russia could have struck back either by taking West Berlin or unilateral action in some other contested area or by a nuclear attack on the U.S. 25. 2. Ambassador to the United Nations Adlai
Stevenson recommended the option of making substantial concessions to the Russians in addition to agreeing not to invade Cuba. After the Bay of Pigs invasion, the CIA developed Operation Mongoose which actively tried to destabilize the Cuban regime and assassinate Cuban President Fidel Castro. Although the Cuban Missile Crisis lasted for 13
days in October of 1962, the story began much earlier. Future presidents and Soviet leaders agreed to Strategic Arms Limitation Treaties (SALT) in the 1960s and 1970s that limited the number of nuclear warheads poised to strike the other side. The other reasons are summarized in the first bullet of the section entitled “HOW ACCURATE IS THE
MOVIE?” Click here to jump to that section. These ranged from the Soviet blockade of Berlin, the Korean War, American spy planes crossing Russian airspace, Chinese shelling of Taiwanese islands Quemoy and Matsu, and the confrontation between Soviet ally Egypt and Western allies Israel, France and Britain over the Suez Canal. What should the
test be and does “Thirteen Days” meet that test? Castro knew Cuba would be incinerated but was willing to sacrifice the island and its people for the good of his friends in the Communist block. See the section entitled “WERE WE REALLY THAT CLOSE TO NUCLEAR WAR?” 3. See Learning Guide to “Dr. Strangelove“. Featured Actors: Kevin Costner
(advisor Kevin O’Donnell), Bruce Greenwood (President John F. It means that in all likelihood for many years, probably for decades, the U.S. and its Allies in the Western democracies will have to work harder and give up more information to gain the consent and cooperation in international crises. It turns out that he was correct. The U.S. had an even
greater advantage in strategic bombers and submarine-based missiles. The casualties in such an exchange, tens of millions, were unacceptable to any U.S. leader. 12. Thank you. Further, 9 SRBMs [Short Range Ballistic Missiles] were ready to be used against the Americans in case of an invasion. Russian occupying forces overstayed their tour of duty
in the Middle East. (3) Every diplomatic and peaceful avenue should be tried before there is a commitment to war. Research sources and write an expository essay on one of the following topics any of which can be expanded to include a power point presentation to the class as a whole. A primary example of Kennedy’s restraint occurred on October 27
when a Russian Surface to Air missile (SAM) shot down an American U-2 spy plane killing the pilot. 484 & 485. Why did it fail? Khrushchev, too, had personally served in the Red Army during WWII. They were replaced with a much more effective deterrent, submarines patrolling the Mediterranean armed with nuclear missiles.) However, as more
information has come out, Kennedy’s role in restraining the forces in the U.S. that wanted to conduct air strikes or invade Cuba has been disclosed. The language of many important conversations has been taken right out of the transcripts or reports of the participants. The IRBMs on Russian soil could not reach the U.S., other than Alaska, but they
could reach Western Europe. What are the benefits of employing operations, planned months or years in advance? Write a proposal for a checklist of steps and decisions that the U.S. would have to make before engaging in warfare. New York: Times Books, c1995; George, Alexander L., and Richard Smoke. Khrushchev, on the other hand, exhibited
poor leadership by initiating the crisis. The Communist bloc and the capitalist democracies lurched from crisis to crisis. Acting without Moscow’s approval, a Soviet surface-to-air missile (SAM) battery shot down a U-2 spy plane over Cuba, killing the pilot and exacerbating the tension between the Cold War combatants. (Note that the authors are U.S.
citizens who lived in Florida in October of 1962. Write a review of the film in which you discuss the tension and seriousness of the situation as it may be evaluated by viewers who have lived through a considerable number of crises, such as September 11, etc. Success in one area can lead to overconfidence and defeat in another. While President
Kennedy was certainly “distressed that the [military] representatives with whom he met, with the notable exception of General Taylor, seemed to give so little consideration to the implications of the steps they suggested” he understood that they were “trained to fight and to wage war — that was their life…. Suggested Response: The quarantine was
to show the strength of our resolve. Well, actually, it was a rather dangerous but rather useful play of theirs. 595 & 596.) But in defense of President Kennedy’s position, could anyone have justified killing hundreds of millions of people to avoid agreeing to dismantle a few obsolete missiles? 106.) In August of 1961, to stop the exodus through Berlin to
West Germany, the Russians and East Germans sealed off West Berlin and began construction of the Berlin Wall. Excomm critics of President Kennedy’s plans noted that without a tough policy, the U.S. would look weak. President Ronald Reagan and Soviet General Secretary of the Communist Party Mikhail Gorbachev negotiated the INF Treaty in the
late 1980s, which began the elimination of intermediate range nuclear missiles. A final reason Khrushchev was willing to back down can be attributed to President Kennedy’s willingness to provide a formal commitment that, if the missiles were withdrawn, the U.S. would not invade Cuba and that it would not help others to do so. Revelations in the
1990s that the Russians had been able to secretly conduct a massive military build-up in Cuba, introducing 40,000 Red Army troops, and that their 42 nuclear missiles were operational during the crisis demonstrate the wisdom of President Kennedy’s approach. An attack on Cuba would give the Russians an excuse for overrunning West Berlin. Both
sides developed highly destructive nuclear weapons. The disadvantages of involving a large group are: (1) it is difficult to keep deliberations secret; (2) bureaucratic and political forces might be unleashed which affect one’s course of conduct (e.g., the movie attempts to show that some members of the military tried to box the President into starting
an invasion or conducting a pre-emptive strike; note that the treatment of the military is one area in which the historical accuracy of the movie has been questioned); (3) large groups try to make decisions by compromise which is very risky; ultimately there should be one decision-maker who weighs all of the arguments and makes a decision; and (4) if
not properly managed a large group could result in division and weaken the ability to carry out policy. The attempted invasion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs followed by Operation Mongoose, which attempted to subvert Castro’s government and assassinate Castro, certainly helped set the stage for the crisis. The Joint Chiefs wanted to retaliate against
the Surface-to-Air Missile (S.A.M.) battery that shot down the U-2 spy plane. See WHY WAS THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS CONSIDERED SUCH A SUCCESS FOR PRESIDENT KENNEDY?. Overall, it appears that taking the missiles out of Turkey would not have been appeasement because the missiles were already obsolete and scheduled to be
replaced with a more formidable threat to the Soviets, submarines carrying nuclear missiles. This theory of Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) kept the world free of nuclear war for the last half of the 20th century. Many East Germans, seeking a better life in the West, fled to West Berlin on their way to West Germany. (Source: Nikita Khrushchev
and the Creation of A Superpower by Sergei N. Never again would America and Russia come to the same level of threat that characterized those thirteen days in October of 1962. He ratcheted up the pressure on the Soviet Union with steps that always left the Soviets room to maneuver and time to rationally decide what to do. Suggested Response:
There are two basic arguments. He had ignored warnings from many that the plan was flawed. 41 & 63. In Confidence: Moscow’s Ambassador to America’s Six Cold War Presidents (1962-1986). However, the countries that control the weapons do not want to give up control. In 1962, at the height of the Cold War, the U.S. discovers that the Russians
are secretly installing nuclear missiles on the island of Cuba. President Kennedy convened a large group of military leaders and foreign affairs experts in a team known as Excomm. More proof will be required which will increase the risk of compromising intelligence sources. Why wouldn’t the U.S. agree that it would not strike first with nuclear
weapons? These ranged from the Soviet blockade of Berlin, the Korean War, American spy planes crossing Russian airspace, Chinese shelling of the Taiwanese islands Quemoy and Matsu, and the confrontation between Soviet ally Egypt and Western allies Israel, France and Britain over the Suez Canal. Suggested Response: See the section entitled
“WHY DID KHRUSHCHEV BACK DOWN?” 8. But that didn’t matter at the time. If they don’t have enough ICBMs [deployed on Russian soil] today, they’re going to have them in a year….” pg. Supplemented with the information provided in this Learning Guide, the film shows how wise leadership during the crisis saved the world from nuclear war,
while mistakes and errors in judgment led to the crisis. A key point in the movie “Thirteen Days” is the naval confrontation between an American warship and a Soviet ship which refused to stop. It turned out that he was correct. The basic drawbacks are that you leave the thinking and decision making to the people who developed the standard
operating procedures and the plans don’t take account of changed circumstances. So that, once again, they will say that there will be this feeling in Europe that the Berlin blockade has been commenced by our blockade. Kennedy chose to believe that the attack on the U-2 was unauthorized. (2) Expect the unexpected. Secretary of Defense McNamara
agreed with him, although many of the Joint Chiefs did not. A strong argument can be made that Khrushchev acted irresponsibly except in his decision to end the crisis by backing down. EpisodeSeason47Episode4741May 27, 2022 Secretary Vilsack answers questions on chemicals and CRP. The U.S. population was unwilling to tolerate hostile nuclear
missiles in Cuba. It was certainly an understandable error for a Russian leader to make. Fortunately, this strategy worked. 14. 31. MAD (Mutual Assured Destruction) actually worked to prevent nuclear war. Google Play and the Google Play logo are trademarks of Google LLC. Students should note that each side has something to gain and to lose in
any confrontation; the best conclusion to a deadly stand-off is an honorable exit in which both parties save face as they back away from untenable positions. In addition to websites which may be linked in the Guide and selected film reviews listed on the Movie Review Query Engine, the following resources were consulted in the preparation of this
Learning Guide: Thirteen Days: A Memoir of the Cuban Missile Crisis by Robert F. 119, statement attributed to “one of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.”) There was also friction between Secretary McNamara and the Chief of Staff of the Navy. The invasion was poorly planned and quickly crushed. His speech was the single most important victory in the
propaganda war that was such an important part of the Cuban Missile Crisis. CCSS pp. Would a policy of peace have made the U.S. look weak at home and in the world? President Kennedy had relied upon the advice of experienced men in the government who told him that the invasion would succeed. He was alone in this position. Munich and
Appeasement: In the 1930s a resurgent Nazi Germany violated the restrictions on its military set out in the Versailles treaty that ended WWI. (Source: Sergei Khrushchev p. (1) He wanted to increase Russia’s nuclear capacity without waiting for Russian scientists and engineers to improve and build Russia’s own missile fleet. The focus of the movie is
too limited to give a balanced view of the crisis. Hitler promised that if Germany absorbed the Sudetenland, it would seek no additional territory. Who bears responsibility for the Cuban Missile Crisis? He put his country and the entire world at tremendous risk of nuclear holocaust. During the crisis, Castro was sure the U.S. was going to invade Cuba.
(Source: Sergei Khrushchev, pp. That the Russians achieved nuclear parity a year or two sooner, by placing missiles in Cuba, was not very important to him. It appears that Khrushchev had several goals when he initiated the crisis. Pearl Harbor: On December 7, 1941, the Imperial Japanese Navy mounted a sneak attack on the U.S. naval base at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii. The situation in 1962 was like Munich in that the Soviets wanted the missiles out of Turkey, and if they obtained their goal through intimidation and aggressive actions, the political victory might have encouraged them to make more demands. Apple, the Apple logo, Apple TV, iPad, iPhone, iPod touch, iTunes, and Mac are trademarks
of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. “Thirteen Days” shows President Kennedy’s leadership in meeting the challenge as he resists the demands for the air strikes and invasion that would have triggered a nuclear holocaust. With the corrections outlined in this Learning Guide, the movie can serve as a motivator and supplement for
a unit on the Cold War. Khrushchev had committed his personal prestige and that of the Soviet Union to action against Western interests in Berlin. See also McNamara’s interview in “The Fog of War.”) Although the crisis began and ended in October of 1962, the story began much earlier. The U.S. could deliver some 3,000 nuclear bombs into Russia.
In response to the need of the Western Europeans for maintenance of the status quo in Berlin and because of the West’s inability to defend the city using conventional forces, U.S. policy, enunciated by President Kennedy, was that West Berlin would be defended, if necessary, with a nuclear strike on the Soviet Union. The Soviets, for their part,
acutely felt the inferiority of their nuclear deterrent. Good answers should include some of the following concepts: The advantages of involving a large group include: (1) the President is exposed to a wide range of opinions and ideas; (2) a group of people working on a problem can often come up with alternatives and ideas that a single person, no
matter how intelligent, would not have considered; (3) a large group, if properly managed, would aid in establishing a political consensus and a unified front against the Russians. Why was the resolution of the Cuban Missile Crisis considered a personal triumph for President Kennedy? Russia had suffered more from the war than any other nation in
terms of casualties and property destruction. Increasingly, well educated and highly trained East Germans used this escape route. President Kennedy is credited with forcing the Russians to remove the missiles without provoking a nuclear war. However, the U.S. might have tolerated Russian troops. After offering to remove the missiles in return only
for U.S. guarantees that it would not invade Cuba, Khrushchev tried to “change horses in midstream” when he was informed of Kennedy’s feelers that the U.S. might also trade the missiles in Turkey. At the end of World War II, relations between the Soviet Union and the U.S. deteriorated, ending the cooperation which enabled the Allies to defeat
Nazi Germany. Medina, Greenhaven Press, 2002; Credits and Thanks: To John A. The U.S. had (and still has) no defense to ICBMs. These missiles could have destroyed every major U.S. population center killing an estimated 100,000,000 people; that was an unacceptable result for any U.S. leader. If the U.S. allowed the Russians to take West Berlin,
its Western European partners (particularly, England and France) would feel betrayed and the NATO alliance severely weakened, if not destroyed. Who acted more responsibly, President Kennedy or Chairman Khrushchev? Was this fear justified? Kennedy, Arthur Schlesinger Jr. (Foreword); The Kennedy Tapes: Inside the White House During the
Cuban Missile Crisis May and Zelikow, W.W. Norton & Company, 2002. Was the large body of advisors counterproductive (i.e. “too many cooks spoil the broth”)? Does the high cost of nuclear war justify the price of peace in the midst of a Cold War between the U.S. and the Soviets? Suggested Response: The U.S. lost the Vietnam War after many
casualties and great expense. In fact, unknown to President Kennedy or the U.S. government, there were 40,000 Red Army troops in Cuba equipped with battlefield nuclear weapons. After the missiles had been removed, President Kennedy described the process of crisis management by stating that one must be firm, obtain the best information
possible and act with care. Suggested Response: There is no one correct answer. The personal and political biography of Nikita Khrushchev; The personal and political biography of Fidel Castro; An in-depth look at the role of Adlai Stevenson in the Crisis; The collaboration of the brothers Kennedy in the resolution of the Crisis; The differences in the
roles and power of the top leadership positions of the Soviet Union and the U.S.; The history of the attempts to rein in the expansion of nuclear power; The state of Cuban and American relations today; Excomm; The U-2 Incident; The end of the Cold War. These missiles would be able to reach almost all of the continental U.S. The CIA learned of
suspicious activity from intelligence sources on the island and the U.S. sent U-2 spy planes to investigate. Discuss the concept of standard operating procedures. (Source: Ibid at 121 and 122.) The role of O’Donnell was overstated and the roles of other advisors (for example, Bundy, Sorenson, and Dillon) whose input was very important to President
Kennedy, were minimized. The NATO allies would not tolerate the loss of a West Berlin. Khrushchev Remembers, by Nikita Khrushchev, Little, Brown & Company, 1970, pp. So that I think it’s dangerous, but rather satisfactory, from their point of view. The key factor in Khrushchev’s decision to back down was that the U.S. population was aroused and
would force its government to go to war to remove the missiles. While they maintained their competition and wars were fought in such places as Vietnam, Angola, and Afghanistan, after the Cuban Missile Crisis, neither Superpower made a sudden, surprise and radical move which placed the population of its opponent, or the leadership, in jeopardy.
Would a tit-for-tat attack have been justified? Kennedy thought that the likelihood of nuclear war was 1 in 3, but the administration did not know many things. Both the Communist bloc and the capitalist democracies lurched from crisis to crisis. For example, advisor Kevin O’Donnell’s role has possibly been exaggerated and the civilian/military conflict
has been overstated. For the U.S., the maintenance of the NATO alliance was, militarily, more important than removing the missiles from Cuba. He also knew that there would have been all out war, if nuclear weapons were used on U.S. troops. If we had left it up to the military, there probably would have been a war. EpisodeSeason1Episode102May
27, 2022 Experts examine some of the most catastrophic flooding events in Iowa’s history. The subplot of O’Donnell contacting U.S. pilots, asking them to bypass the chain of command and make false statements to their superiors, is simply fiction. When a U-2 came back with photographs of missile sites under construction, President Kennedy
convened his advisors before announcing the discovery to the world. The policy maker, while trying to get the best information possible, must understand that there will be many things that he doesn’t know. (Source: The Kennedy Tapes, pp. President Kennedy had ordered these missiles removed months before, but because of objections from the
Turks and bureaucratic inertia, the missiles had remained in place. He also knew of the Red Army regiments in Cuba and their nuclear capabilities. However, Khrushchev is reported to have made several remarks to close aids indicating that improving Russia’s nuclear capabilities and reducing the U.S. advantage in ICwere important to him. President
John F. (Source: Fidel Castro’s remarks at the Havana Conference on the Cuban Missile Crisis, February 28, 1992, quoted in Medina, Ed., The Cuban Missile Crisis, pages 63 – 69.) There were many other ways in which to protect Cuba’s sovereignty. Pacifists contend that building a large military and using threats results in wars either because
countries decide that war is in their best interests or through miscalculation. The U.S. never signed a peace treaty which took the nuclear first strike option off the table. However, it would probably have been impossible for President Kennedy to convince them of this. 24. In addition, despite the Bay of Pigs debacle, the U.S. continued its efforts to
destabilize Cuba and to assassinate its dictator, Fidel Castro. We would affect the West Germans’ attitude towards us. Would a full-scale American invasion have been different than an attack by Cuban exiles? As terrified as the world was in October 1962, not even the policy-makers had realized how close to disaster the situation really was. Students
will gain insight into this period in U.S. History and the Cuban Missile Crisis. and William Y. … And thirdly, if we do nothing, then they’ll have these missiles, and they’ll be able to say that any time we ever try to do anything about Cuba, that they’ll fire these missiles. U.S. policymakers clearly understood that Russian nuclear forces could inflict
unacceptably high casualties. Many events are portrayed exactly as they occurred. Well over a hundred million people could have been killed in the U.S. and the NATO countries. 483 & 4 and Khrushchev Remembers, pp. Who was correct? In one meeting he stated: Last month I said we weren’t going to [allow offensive missiles on the island of Cuba].
President Kennedy Institutes New Procedures to Develop and Assess Foreign Policy Options: After the Bay of Pigs, President Kennedy analyzed his decision-making process. 28. Suggested Response: In 1941 Japan made an unprovoked sneak attack on the U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor. Khrushchev forgot (or never knew and his experts on the U.S.
didn’t tell him) that the U.S. had not been invaded since 1812 and that for more than 150 years, the U.S. population had felt protected by the oceans separating it from Europe and Asia. Suggested Response: Yes. The self-styled “realists,” who are in the vast majority, believe that looking weak invites others to take advantage of you and, as Munich
showed, appeasement results in further aggression. Revelations in the 1990s that the Russians had been able to secretly conduct a massive military build-up in Cuba, introducing 40,000 Red Army troops, and that the 42 nuclear missiles were operational during the crisis, demonstrate the wisdom of President Kennedy’s approach. The essence of
Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis New York: Addison Wesley Longman, c1999; Bundy, McGeorge. The U.S. for its part allowed ships with food and fuel through the quarantine. What are the pros and cons of large advisory groups? After all, Cuba is 5[,000] or 6,000 miles from them. In thirteen incredibly tense days in October 1962,
President Kennedy and his advisors attained these goals. 488 – 505) This explanation sounds like damage control. “Thirteen Days” bends history and requires correction as set out in this Learning Guide. EpisodeSeason 10Episode1006May 12, 2022 Features include: Community Shoutout: Carter Lake, Stockman House, Sears Catalog Homes, Days of
Yore Museum, and Floyd of Rosedale Trophy. What was Khrushchev’s key miscalculation when he was planning to place missiles in Cuba and why did he make that mistake? Smith. President Kennedy protected Stevenson from being ousted from the Excomm and removed as Ambassador to the U.N., as Bobby Kennedy advised. What are the
drawbacks? 23. So I think they’ve got … I must say I think it’s a very satisfactory position from their point of view. Hitler thought France and England would do nothing. (The secret deal about the missiles in Turkey was not a substantive concession because the missiles were obsolete. Munich taught us that one concession is usually followed by a
demand for another, and on and on until war results from miscalculation or when the aggressor simply goes too far. Realizing their mistake with Czechoslovakia, Britain and France declared war on Germany. He viewed the members of the Presidium, which would have provided the most experienced and logical pool of advisors, as political
adversaries. Give your reasons. Britain and America thwarted the expansion of the Azerbaijani Soviet Republic into Iran and began the policy of containment, attempting to restrict Soviet expansion. (Source: The Kennedy Tapes: Inside the White House During the Cuban Missile Crisis May and Zelikow, hereinafter “The Kennedy Tapes”, pg. Excomm
was an unusual body because it included representatives from outside the government, in this case former Secretary of State Dean Acheson. We would argue that President Kennedy acted responsibly during the crisis by making, at every step, the choice that minimized the chances of war while preparing for war if it had to come. The Kennedy family
is well-known for being tight-knit and loyal. “Munich” also had a personal meaning for the Kennedy brothers. (4) Be flexible and compromise on the little things, but don’t appease by giving away the important points. In an interview with the History Channel, the Soviet leader of the missile battery that shot down the U-2 stated that he acted without
authority from Moscow, deciding to act on his own and let the politicians sort it out later. Nonetheless, when faced with the probability that his ploy in Cuba would lead to nuclear war, and given an out by the U.S., Khrushchev withdrew the missiles. We were very, very, close. Suggested Response: All well-reasoned opinions are acceptable. The Soviets
already had 40 nuclear-armed ICBMs stationed on Russian soil. At a conference in Munich held to consider Hitler’s demands, the leaders of the Western powers (France and Great Britain) agreed to the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia to appease Hitler. In the initial aftermath of the crisis and for many years thereafter, it appeared the removal of
the missiles had been achieved without the U.S. making any real concessions to the Russians. Question 3: What may have been the outcome had President Kennedy believed that the U-2 incident was ordered by the Kremlin? Kennedy was awarded the Navy-Marine Corps Medal for his leadership and courage. This is always the case in war. 48.
Describe the facts and reasons that support your response. President Kennedy and his brother Robert were very close. 15. Director: Roger Donaldson. Suggested Response: There is no one correct response. 29. The film acknowledges the importance of the vote of the Organization of American States supporting the quarantine. For more on
Khrushchev and the fact that he conceived of the policy and extended the crisis to attempt to obtain more leverage against the U.S., see discussion below. What was the role of the naval quarantine in President Kennedy’s policy during the Cuban Missile Crisis? (Source: The Cuban Missile Crisis: 1962: A National Security Review by Laurence Chang
and Peter Kornlur.) However, Russia had many intermediate range ballistic missiles (IRBMs). In the movie at the end, the McNamara character (Secretary of Defense) and the McCone character (Director of the CIA) have a conversation in which they mention “running the table” on the Russians in several locations, including Asia. The important
corrections, and some minor ones, are set out below: According to the film, the Kennedy Administration was required to risk nuclear war in order to recreate the pre-existing balance of nuclear power. DocumentaryMay 18, 2015 Iowans Remember Vietnam counts the cost of an often misunderstood conflict, in which 115,000 Iowans served their
country and 859 made the ultimate sacrifice. Their father, Joseph P. We’re going to have this thing stuck right in our guts, in about two months [when U.S. intelligence thought that the IRBMs in Cuba would be operational; in fact they were becoming operational as President Kennedy spoke]. President Kennedy adopted a middle approach in which the
U.S. Navy quarantined the island of Cuba, preventing any additional missiles or offensive weapons from reaching the island. With these missiles and its bomber fleet, the Soviet Union could hit the U.S. and its allies in Europe with approximately 250 nuclear weapons, enough to take out all of the major cities. A graduated approach which always allows
your opponent a face saving way out is optimal. President Kennedy also realized that the U.S. advantage was only temporary and that the Russians would soon increase their ICBM fleet. Some may suggest that President Kennedy affirmed aggressive actions against a small, weak enemy yet supported peace when the stakes were high and the enemy
was powerful. At the time of the Cuban Missile Crisis, Russia had almost 40 Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs) and numerous Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles (IRBMs). Certainly, the world and Khrushchev were fortunate that the U.S. had elected a president who had the wisdom and personal strength sufficient to resist demands for an
invasion or an air strike and that there was not another escalating incident that would have forced President Kennedy’s hand. 493 & 494.) At that time he was the absolute dictator of the Soviet Union and while the entire Presidium signed onto the plan to put missiles in Cuba, Khrushchev’s word was final. Castro’s reasons to accept the missiles were
based upon solidarity with the other Communist countries rather than defending Cuba from a U.S. attack. The Soviets had tactical nuclear weapons that the local commanders were authorized to use to repel an attack. As shown in the film, while preparing for war if it had to come, President Kennedy always chose actions that would not lead to war.
EpisodeSeason49Episode4940May 27, 2022 On this edition of Iowa Press, Sen. However, the refusal of the U.S. to disavow a nuclear first strike made the Russians justifiaby nervous — the U.S. had used the atom bomb on Japan to end WWII. It allows the audience to experience vicariously the irreducible uncertainties, frustrating foul-ups, and
paralyzing fear of failure in deciding about actions that could trigger reactions that killed 100 million fellow citizens . The navy admiral insists that his ship correctly followed the traditional “rules of engagement.” Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara argued that the rules had changed, given the significance of the crisis and the chances for
misperception and mistake. 10. In subsequent years, the countries negotiated a nuclear test ban treaty. (Source: The Kennedy Tapes, p. Additional questions are set out below. He may not have been completely aware of the great advantage that the U.S. had in ICBMs, but he did know that Russian IRBMs in Cuba could deal a massive blow to his hated
enemy to the North. 30. 27. The Western powers, led by the U.S., mounted an effective airlift to bring supplies to the city. Even with the great U.S. advantage, there was no defense against the 40 ICBMs possessed by the Soviets. Khrushchev, however, was fully aware of all of these dangers. We (mankind) are lucky that some other incident didn’t
occur that would have caused a general war. Bureaucratic Politics and Foreign Policy Washington, DC: Brookings Institution, 1974: Holsti, Ole R. I agree, what difference does it make. (Source: The Kennedy Tapes, pg . Certainly, the world (and Khrushchev) were very fortunate that: (1) the U.S. had elected a president who would resist those
demanding an invasion or an air strike that would have led to war and (2) there was not another escalating incident that would have forced Kennedy’s hand. The failure to gauge the reaction of ordinary U.S. citizens to the prospect of Russian missiles in Cuba was Khrushchev’s key mistake in his planning for the crisis. Give your opinion of President
Kennedy’s leadership during the Cuban Missile Crisis and justify that opinion. I should have said that we don’t care. Other American presidents and Russian leaders have worked to reduce nuclear weapons through a pair of Strategic Arms Reduction Treaties (START I & II). When the PT boat he commanded was rammed and sunk by a Japanese
destroyer, Kennedy led his men to a small island several miles away, saving one severely injured sailor by holding the strap to a life preserver between his teeth while he swam to shore. “It sounds so easy . See Learning Guide to Dr. Strangelove. Teachers are encouraged to review the specific standards to make sure that over the term all standards
are met. See also Anchor Standard # 2 for ELA Speaking and Listening, CCSS pg. AGE; 12+; MPAA Rating — PG-13 for brief strong language; 2000; Drama; 145 minutes; Color. The situation had become intolerable for the Russians and the East German government. Thirteen Days captures the tension that the crisis provoked and provides an example
of how foreign policy was made in the last half of the 20th century. Thus, while the U.S. had more ICBMs than Russia, the two superpowers were at a stalemate. Click here for more on this subject. The military situation of West Berlin was strategically untenable. This scene demonstrates the dialectic nature of historical struggles. 1. The Russians
supported Communist revolutionaries in Greece. Acting without Moscow’s approval, a Soviet surface-to-air missile (SAM) battery shot down a U-2 spy plane over Cuba, killing the pilot. Iowa Soldiers Remember AfghanistanDocumentaryNov 10, 2011 Iowans were among the first to answer the call to duty. Khrushchev: In contrast to the way in which
President Kennedy reached out to a broad array of advisors for help in making decisions in the crisis, Chairman Khrushchev had very few advisors. As the film accurately shows, the only person to die in the confrontation was Major Rudolph Anderson, the U-2 pilot shot down over Cuba. As shown in the movie, Adlai Stevenson, ambassador to the U.N.
and former two-time Democratic candidate for President, advocated appeasement of the Russians. World War II had begun. After all, if they were confined to the island they would only be defensive in nature. It recalls vividly a confrontation in which nuclear war was really possible, reminding us of an enduring truth about the nuclear age. Why did
Khrushchev back down? But when we said we’re not going to [allow missiles in Cuba] and then they go ahead and do it, and then we do nothing, then I would think that our risks increase. Medina, Greenhaven Press, 2002; this book contains short excerpts from documents generated during the crisis and scholarly books and articles about the crisis;
suitable for 9th grade and above; Books for advanced high school students and adults: Thirteen Days: A Memoir of the Cuban Missile Crisis by Robert F. Describe your reasons for this opinion. The responsible officials, the head of the CIA, Allen Dulles, and an assistant were told by President Kennedy that they were to resign after a decent interval. Its
defenders were surrounded on all sides by East Germany and superior numbers of Russian and East German troops. (Source: Sergei Khrushchev, p. We still remember the terror we felt when we learned of the missiles in Cuba.) It appears that Khrushchev had several goals when he ordered IRCBMs to be installed in Cuba. Well over a hundred million
people would have been killed in the U.S. and the NATO countries. Eventually, when the Russians became convinced that the West would not back down, they dropped the blockade. 26. No one knows. Slantchev, Department of Political Science, University of California — San Diego February 23, 2004, pages 7 & 8. There are some historically
fascinating touches to the movie: One is the scene in which the O’Donnell character asks Bobby Kennedy if he thinks that the second Russian letter, the more aggressive letter, was caused by the Kennedys’ proposals to trade the obsolete U.S. missiles in Turkey for the Russian missiles in Cuba. It should also be noted that this vote “had a major
psychological and practical effect on the Russians and changed our position from that of an outlaw acting in violation of international law into a country acting in accordance with twenty allies legally protecting their position. He did this consciously and deliberately with intelligence and wisdom.] 3. Selected Awards: None. Why did the Soviets want to
put nuclear missiles in Cuba? With the disclosure of once secret documents, our understanding of Kennedy’s triumph has changed, but the crisis is still seen as a tremendous success for him and for U.S. foreign policy. Tures, Assistant Professor of Political Science, at La Grange College, La Grange, Georgia, for help with early drafts of this Learning
Guide and to Alexander Frieden for proofreading and comments. U.S. policy makers felt, with substantial justification, that its “nuclear shield” was all that kept the peace in Europe. Both sides contributed to the crisis, although most Western historians believe that the gravest responsibility lies with Khrushchev and the Soviets. The subplot of going
around the military chain of command and getting pilots to make false reports to their superiors about whether they received anti-aircraft fire is fictional. CCSS pg. What are the pros and cons of President Kennedy alone making the choices, without the input of a large advisory body? Both sides contributed to the crisis, although the consensus among
historian is that most responsibility lies with Khrushchev and the Soviets. (2) In addition, the ongoing U.S. nuclear arms build-up had led to a “missile gap” in favor of the U.S. The U.S. had completed installation of 15 Jupiter missiles in Turkey in 1962. Substantial: Thirteen Days can be a valuable supplement to the study of the Cold War, but only if
serious misimpressions are brought out and discussed. For students in the countries that control these weapons, ask whether or not they would be willing to have their country give control of its weapons to an international organization. It invites viewers ‘into the room’ as a president and his advisors’ struggle with a seemingly intractable problem
that offers no good options. Discussion Questions Relating to Ethical Issues will facilitate the use of this film to teach ethical principles and critical viewing. In 1962 while the U.S. government knew that its nuclear forces were much stronger than those of the Soviet Union, it realized that losing its major cities with casualties approaching 100,000,000
people was not acceptable. Looking back on the Crisis from the safe distance of decades, it is easy to see the contrast in styles of decision-making in both President Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev. I am not going to push the Russians an inch beyond what was necessary.” LESSON #1: Know your adversary and see the situation through your
adversary’s eyes; be considerate of his needs and give him room to move. On the other hand, we’ve go to do something. However, the U.S. refused to disclaim a nuclear first strike policy (for example, if the Russians invaded Europe with their superior ground forces, or if they overran Berlin.) The friction between the U.S. military and President
Kennedy was overstated in the movie. Given the fact that both the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. already had enough nuclear weapons to obliterate each other’s major cities within a few minutes, why was the U.S. so alarmed that the Russians put missiles in Cuba? Why? Khrushchev never dreamed that the U.S. populace would react so dramatically to Russian
missiles in Cuba. In addition, through treaty obligations and as a practical matter, no U.S. government could permit Europe to be destroyed. The Kennedy brothers were actively working to change the government of Cuba and to assassinate Castro. In that book, an historian argued that WWI was triggered, and 13 million people died because parties
adhered to standard operating procedures such as the Schlieffen Plan, which (once activated) could not be stopped. To achieve the policy goals of the U.S. government, the Russians had to be forced to remove the missiles on terms that appeared to be a U.S. foreign policy victory. Thompson had come to know Khrushchev well. West Germany also
became an economic powerhouse, dwarfing its Eastern rival. The Helpful Background section of this Learning Guide provides the information necessary to make these corrections. By 1962, with the advent of nuclear tipped ballistic missiles, that feeling of insulation was irrational, but it was still held by many Americans. In response, Britain and
America thwarted the expansion of the Azerbaijani Soviet Republic into Iran and began the policy of containment attempting to restrict Soviet expansion. Suggested Response: See the section entitled “WHY WAS THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS CONSIDERED SUCH A SUCCESS FOR PRESIDENT KENNEDY?” 6. President Kennedy and his advisors note
the Guns of August analogy. If we go in and take them out on a quick air strike, we neutralize the chance of danger to the United States of these missiles being used, and we prevent a situation from arising, at least within Cuba, where the Cubans themselves have the means of exercising some degree of authority in this hemisphere. Their mission was
to defend the island and the local Soviet commanders had authority to use nuclear weapons if they were attacked. A proper appraisal of the actions of President Kennedy and his administration should refer to these goals. While some recommended diplomacy, others pressed for military options, such as air strikes or invasion of Cuba. If we attack
Cuba, the missiles, or Cuba, in any way then it gives them a clear line to take Berlin, as they were able to do in Hungary under the Anglo war in Egypt. As such, it was a cornerstone of the Western policy of “containment” which sought to block the expansion of Russian influence and Communist ideology. In the midst of the crisis, U.S. policy makers
rushed to prepare an invasion of the island without knowing that the missiles were already operational and that the island was guarded by 40,000 Red Army personnel armed with tactical nuclear weapons the size of the bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Germany itself was also carved up into zones. Note that none of these reasons for
forcing the removal of the missiles had anything to do with the actual damage they could inflict upon the U.S., but instead were secondary effects of the placement of the missiles. Thus, Excomm came into being. President Kennedy reached out to a broad array of advisors for help in making decisions, whereas Chairman Khrushchev had very few
advisors. Kennedy was appalled at Khrushchev’s ruthlessness and barbarity. If we do nothing, they have a missile base there with all the pressure that brings to bear on the United States and damage to our prestige. Difficulties in communications encountered during the crisis led to the installation of direct telephone communications between the
leaders to avoid any future misunderstandings. Was the Soviet promise of “no first strike” a realistic attempt at peace or an empty promise? At the same time, the crisis could not be allowed to escalate into World War III, a very distinct possibility if the Russians had refused to remove the missiles and the U.S. had invaded Cuba. They played a
substantial role in precipitating the crisis. iTunes Store is a service marks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. (Source: Sergei Khrushchev at pp. Failure to gauge the reaction of ordinary U.S. citizens to the prospect of Russian missiles in Cuba was Khrushchev’s key mistake in his planning for the crisis. With the failure of the Bay
of Pigs Invasion, President Kennedy analyzed his decision-making process. Iowa PBS is looking to identify the great Iowan recipe at the Iowa State Fair this year. While, at the time of the crisis, the Russians were far behind the U.S. in nuclear capability, the 40 operational ICBMs located in Russia would have caused unacceptable casualties in the U.S.
and the Russian IRBMs could have decimated Europe, something that would be intolerable to the U.S. As shown by his statements quoted above, this was President Kennedy’s position. If an air strike could have guaranteed the destruction of 100% of all missiles, would that have made such an option viable for President Kennedy? Japan felt that U.S.
economic sanctions were hampering its war of expansion in Asia. As the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Iraq War in 2003/2004 have shown, support from your allies and the world community is helpful and important. “The Fog of War”, a documentary consisting of an interview with Robert McNamara, directed by Errol Morris; Nikita Khrushchev and the
Creation of A Superpower by Sergei N. But based on the experience of the Cuban Missile Crisis, we can derive a few general principles. The U.S., for its part, had approximately 170 ICBMs and taking all delivery devices into consideration, including long-range bombers, IRBMs, and submarine-based missiles the U.S. could deliver some 3,000 nuclear
bombs into Russia. The primary example of this was the shooting down of the American U-2 spy plane over Cuba on October 27. The military view was not monolithic. The award recognizes Ryan as an up-and-coming development leader in the PBS system. We think that this played a role in Khrushchev’s decision to back down and that was his saving
grace. Khrushchev was also having trouble controlling Castro, who, significantly, was the only head of state involved in the crisis that had not seen service in the military during WWII. Hitler claimed that they were oppressed by the Czech majority. 2. Berlin and NATO: After WWII, the Allies (U.S., U.S.S.R, Britain, and France) divided the German
capital, the city of Berlin, into four zones of occupation. (1) As discussed above, try to see the situation through the eyes of your adversary. Despite this fact, until the end of the missile crisis, John Kennedy carried the burden of his father’s stand in favor of appeasement. Suggested Response: Stevenson presented irrefutable proof and galvanized world
public opinion. Taking all delivery devices into consideration, the U.S. could deliver 3,000 nuclear bombs into Russia compared to the Soviets’ capability of delivering only 250 bombs. We don’t have any idea if this conversation actually occurred. The men making the decisions during the Cuban Missile Crisis, in Moscow and in the U.S., knew first hand
the horrific effects of a major war. It did not unite the usual allies of the U.S. in favor of the Iraq War. (1) Even after the Bay of Pigs debacle, the U.S. attempted to destabilize the Cuban regime and assassinate Castro. The only reason for the massive Soviet military buildup on the island was to protect the missiles, not Cuba. The quarantine and the
preparations of the U.S. military to invade Cuba, along with public and private assurances that if the missiles were not taken down the U.S. would remove them, convinced Khrushchev to withdraw the missiles. Russia had lived with hostile enemies on its borders for centuries. They don’t give a damn about Cuba. (This had been official U.S. policy
before the crisis. Second, throughout the Excomm deliberations, the fear of losing the moral high ground by mounting a sneak attack on the missile bases served as a restraint on the policymakers. The consensus of the world community, expressed in several treaties, is that nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons are special cases, and that their
development should be controlled. As will be seen, Castro’s willingness to provoke a nuclear war was one of the destabilizing factors in the Crisis. This will give opponents more ammunition and credibility. “‘Thirteen Days’ recreates for this generation of Americans much of the reality of the most dangerous moment in human history. The U.S. had
missiles in countries relatively close to Russia, including Turkey. Our reading and our own interview with a high ranking State Department official who served during that time makes it clear that the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Maxwell Taylor, had President Kennedy’s confidence before, during, and after the crisis. The Soviets did.
Thompson provided President Kennedy with crucial advice on Khrushchev’s reactions and how he thought. Suggested Response: There is no morally defensible reason to use massive numbers of nuclear missiles that will kill hundreds of millions. Suggested Response: Answers will vary. Speaking and Listening: Anchor Standards #s 1 – 3 (for ELA
classes). Suggested Response: We were very, very close. He now knew that before making important decisions he needed to explore the possible consequences of each alternative course of action and seek advice from a variety of sources, inside government and out. Deterrence in American Foreign Policy: Theory and Practice New York: Columbia
University Press, 1974; Goldwater, Barry Morris. The IRBMs could not reach the U.S. (other than Alaska) but they could reach Western Europe. It was largely symbolic. Sorting out ports and global demand issues in Ukraine. He may not have been completely aware of the great advantage that the U.S. had in ICBMs, but he did know that Russian
IRBMs in Cuba could deal a massive blow to his enemy to the North. The Forgotten War: Iowans in KoreaDocumentaryJun 22, 2020 Iowans share their stories and battlefield experiences, including the long-term effects on their lives more than six decades later. Goldwater New York: Morrow, 1979; Gribkov, Anatoli I. The following additional
background will be helpful in understanding the concerns of the participants and their statements, as set out in the film. There was an additional fact that Khrushchev knew that was extremely important and this was a fact he had not understood when he gave the order to put the missiles in Cuba. However, in 1962 the American people thought that
the installation of intermediate-range ballistic missiles in Cuba would have resulted in an intolerable change in the balance of power. This was a massive operation with 6000 acts of sabotage committed in Cuba. Compare the tension, the efforts to resolve the problem, and the public’s response. This may have been irrational since ICBMs launched
from Russia would take only a few minutes longer to reach the U.S., but it was a fact. In what way do concessions offered to an enemy work to resolve a dangerous conflict? Who in the Russian government had the “bright idea” to put nuclear missiles in Cuba and who made the final decision on that policy? State the facts which support your answer.
However, as more information has come out, Kennedy’s role in restraining the forces in the U.S. that wanted to conduct air strikes or invade Cuba has been disclosed. In the effort to stop the spread of communism, in April of 1961 the CIA, with President Kennedy’s approval, mounted an invasion of Cuba that had been planned during the Eisenhower
Administration. Another beautiful elegant touch is the conversation between McNamara and McCone at the end of the film in which they agree that the U.S. strategic position had been so strengthened by the outcome of the crisis that they could now “run the table” on the Russians in places like Asia. . (Source: Defense Secretary McNamara in “The
Fog of War.”) LESSON #3: How do you manage a crisis when one occurs? By 1962, with the advent of nuclear tipped ballistic missiles, that feeling of insulation may have been irrational, but it was still very real. It was the Russians, after all, who placed their missiles in Cuba. Thirteen Days is the story of mankind’s closest brush with nuclear
Armageddon. Writing: Anchor Standards #s 1 – 5 and 7- 10 for Writing and related standards (for both ELA classes and for History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Classes). (2) Khrushchev wanted to protect Cuba from invasion from the U.S. in the service of Russian neo-imperialism and Communist solidarity. However, the U.S. public would
not tolerate the presence of Russian missiles in the Western Hemisphere, nor would the U.S. have had any credibility with its allies or its foes if it permitted missiles to be secretly introduced into the island. See the discussion above. Suggested Response: There is no one right answer to this question. According to McNamara in “The Fog of War,”
Tuchman related a conversation between two men who had formerly been Chancellor of Germany during different periods of the war. 17. British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain returned home saying that he brought “peace in our time.” He was wrong. If IRBMs could be immediately installed in Cuba rather than waiting to build the ICBMs that
could strike the U.S. from Russia, the Soviet Union would save billions of rubles. President Kennedy secretly made tapes of some of the meetings of the Excomm. Should such affairs be left to experienced military personnel, or do civilian authorities like McNamara have a valuable perspective on military matters? That being said, the film leaves the
viewer with several important misimpressions. During the crisis he said, “there’s always some son of a bitch” meaning that there will be people who through stupidity or because of their own agenda will take actions that push the country toward war. In either case, the vast majority of the people killed will have been totally innocent. (Source: Cable
U.S. Ambassador to Russia Llewellyn “Tommy” Thompson to Kennedy, 1961) As Khrushchev colorfully put it, Berlin was a “bone in the throat” of the Soviet Union. A first strike with nuclear weapons was not necessarily a surprise strike. U.S. Policy Toward Cuba and The Bay of Pigs Invasion: In April of 1961 the CIA, with President Kennedy’s
approval, mounted an invasion of Cuba using Cuban exiles as the initial landing force. Thus, the no invasion pledge was merely a restatement of existing policy. Many have noted the similarities and differences between these two events. Suggested Response: It gave President Kennedy someone he could trust completely and without any reservation. It
was therefore impossible for any U.S. government to permit the missiles to remain, and the U.S. would go to war, if necessary, to remove the missiles. People spend years, perhaps their entire lives, studying this question. Given the massive military buildup in Florida, and a history that included the attempted invasion at the Bay of Pigs and Operation
Mongoose with its sabotage and assassination attempts, Castro had good reason for this belief. Under the U.S. Constitution, that is a decision to be made by civilian leaders because the Commander in Chief of the armed forces is the President of the U.S. 4. Wisdom is knowing the difference between a concession and a legitimate compromise. 599 &
606-609.) Khrushchev was also having trouble controlling Castro, who, significantly, was the only head of state involved in the crisis who had not seen service in the military during WWII. The events of the Cuban Missile Crisis are a clear example of the importance of civilian control over the military. Kennedy in Thirteen Days p. 116. President
Kennedy, for example, volunteered for combat, hiding back problems that would easily have won him an exemption from military service. Question 1: How might officials in Cuba’s government have felt about the intentions of the U.S. given all of the underhanded, destabilizing activities of Operation Mongoose, and what would be their likely response?
The Kennedy Administration would not have been able to govern had it allowed the missiles to remain in Cuba. U.S. policy makers felt that its “nuclear shield” was all that kept the peace in Europe. In the end, Stevenson proved immensely valuable to the U.S. by dramatically showing that the Russians were lying to the world about the missiles. Was

this a military question, in which the normal rules of engagement should be allowed to run their course or a civilian matter in which the Secretary of Defense should have interfered with the military? Operation ANADYR: U.S. and Soviet Generals Recount the Cuban Missile Crisis Chicago: Edition q, Inc, c1994; Halperin, Morton H. It now turns out
that much of the information that Powell put forward was “overstated, misleading or incorrect.” (Source, the report of the Republican-controlled Senate Intelligence Committee, issued July 9, 2004.) It turns out that Iraq did not have weapons of mass destruction or programs to make them; that there was no operational link between Al Qaeda and Iraq,
etc. Given the fact that he sanctioned the Bay of Pigs invasion and that he authorized and pushed Operation Mongoose, do you agree or disagree that President Kennedy was a peacemaker? President Kennedy’s solution was to try to force the Russians to dismantle the missiles through diplomacy and a naval quarantine. Kennedy was faced with two
choices. Suggested Response: See the section entitled “WHO BEARS RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS CLOSE BRUSH WITH NUCLEAR WAR?”. However, like the Bay of Pigs, it would have been a complete disaster and, unlike the Bay of Pigs invasion, it would probably have started a nuclear war. Kennedy, Arthur Schlesinger Jr. (Foreword); The Kennedy
Tapes: Inside the White House During the Cuban Missile Crisis May and Zelikow, W.W. Norton & Company, 2002; N Graham Allison (1969) “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis” The American Political Science Review Volume 63(3) September pgs 689-718; Allison, Graham T., and Philip Zelikow. One asked the other how the war came to
be and the other said that he wished he knew. So, actually, it’s a quite desirable situation from their point of view. What is your comparison? The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty in 1969 attempted to limit the spread of nuclear weapons to other countries. While important, one must answer the question of whether they were worth risking nuclear
war. 1. There is no defense for what Khrushchev did by delaying resolution of the crisis by a day or more just to gain a little advantage. The Soviets were worried about postwar unity among the U.S. and powerful West European nations. Suggested Response: If it was simply a choice between peace with some concessions and war, the answer is easy.
U.S. nuclear policy at the time also contributed to the crisis. He used this process in the summer of 1961 when the Soviets made their first threats against West Berlin. He also knew that there would have been a very strong reaction, probably an all out war, if nuclear weapons were used on U.S. troops. Suggested Response: Movies are entertainment,
but they should not give a false impression of historical events. President Kennedy pledged that the U.S. would not invade Cuba. This designation was not made without real hesitation. This infuriated the Russians and was totally unnecessary because, as repeatedly stated by President Kennedy, the missiles were already obsolete and added little, if
anything, to U.S. military power. The addition of IRBMs in Cuba didn’t really change that fact and the American people were wrong to regard the installation of missiles in Cuba as a substantial change in the balance of power. The effort to place missiles in Cuba was an effort by the Russians to improve their nuclear capability quickly and
inexpensively. After he learned of this in 1992, a shaken [Robert] McNamara [Kennedy’s Secretary of Defense] told reporters, “This is horrifying. He and his wife had spent weekends with Khrushchev and his family. Future U.S. presidents and Soviet leaders conducted Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT) in the 1960s and 1970s to limit the number
of nuclear warheads poised to strike the other side. Because if we do nothing, we’re going to have the problem of Berlin anyway. The U.S., under the Kennedy Administration, increased military expenditures and increased its lead in nuclear weapons over the Russians, while, at the same time, refusing to disavow a nuclear first strike. Actually,
President Kennedy had learned this lesson from the Bay of Pigs debacle. With No Apologies: The Personal and Political Memoirs of United States Senator Barry M. The U.S. and the Kennedy Administration contributed to the coming of the Cuban Missile Crisis through a number of policies. West Berlin remained sealed off until 1989. 21. President
Kennedy was told that an air strike would probably not destroy all of the missiles. What did President Kennedy do about this? Cuba’s leader Fidel Castro attempted to justify the Russian actions by contending that his island needed nuclear weapons to defend itself against aggression by the U.S. A major source of confrontation between the U.S. and
Iraq was Saddam Hussein’s past desire to develop nuclear weapons (in the early 1990s). Suggested Response: See the section entitled “WHY DID KHRUSHCHEV BACK DOWN?”, second paragraph. Using Cuban exiles as the initial landing force, the target was the Bay of Pigs on the Cuban coast. 19. The status and the prosperity of West Berlin
increasingly annoyed the Russians and the East Germans. At the time of the crisis, Russia had almost 40 Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs) and numerous Intermediate Range Ballistic Missiles (IRBMs). Suggested Response: See the section entitled, “WHY DID KHRUSHCHEV BACK DOWN?” 5. He is the one man in history who has guided the
world back from the brink of nuclear war. Suggested Response: They can start a world war. (In fact, President Kennedy had ordered the Turkish missiles removed before the Cuban missile crisis but those orders had not been carried out.) At the Munich conference, the Germans obtained a great benefit, i.e., Germany was given large amounts of
territory, and it obtained possession of the Czech fortifications in the only natural barrier between Germany and the rest of Czechoslovakia. 18. President Kennedy and Khrushchev had spent a considerable amount of time together in Geneva. Khrushchev had already decided to remove the missiles, he was just waiting for the right time. This imbalance
of blame (guilt might be a better word) most likely played a role in Khrushchev’s decision to back down and that was his saving grace. As shown in the film, while on the one hand preparing for war if it had to come, President Kennedy always chose actions that would not lead to war. If you take the view, really, that what’s basic to them is Berlin and
there isn’t any doubt [about that]. Yes. A memorable scene from the movie involves the demonstration by U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, Adlai Stevenson, that the Soviets were installing missiles in Cuba and that they were lying about it. This has already been discussed above, but one more example will be helpful. And [people would believe]
that we let Berlin go because we didn’t have the guts to endure a situation in Cuba. Another important element in the decisions made by Khrushchev is the fact that Communications in 1962 were not what they are today. The only justification to prepare for a first or a retaliatory nuclear strike is to convince the other side that if it strikes you, it will be
destroyed in turn. Now that’s what makes our problem so difficult. Nor is there a morally defensible reason to respond if your country has suffered such an attack. One of the Best! This movie is on TWM’s short list of the best movies to supplement classes in United States History, High School Level. Should every country “have the right to defend
itself with nuclear weapons,” or are such weapons a special case, requiring international control by authorities such as the International Atomic Energy Agency? (Another way to ask the same question is: “Given the fact that the introduction of medium-range ballistic missiles in Cuba did not really change the nuclear balance of power, was it
irresponsible for President Kennedy to risk a nuclear war to remove the missiles?”) Suggested Response: The question states one argument, why go to nuclear war over something unimportant? He had ignored warnings from some that the plan was flawed. Roosevelt appointed Kennedy ambassador to Britain. Suggested Response: See the section
entitled “HOW ACCURATE IS THE MOVIE?” 9. Multimedia: Anchor Standard #7 for Reading (for both ELA classes and for History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Classes). In 2003 Colin Powell, U.S. Secretary of State, argued the case for war against Iraq in the United Nations. Jack Whitver (R-Ankeny), Iowa Senate Majority Leader, discusses
the 2022 legislative session, which adjourned this week. Bobby Kennedy disparages the sneak attack option. Did it really do anything to remove the missiles? Khrushchev didn’t know much about U.S. history and his experts on the U.S. failed to tell him about this. After learning of Castro’s position, Khrushchev decided that Russia had to dismantle the
missiles immediately. Additional assignments include: 1. When Castro proposed to Khrushchev that the Russians begin a nuclear war before the invasion, Khrushchev was horrified. 422 & 423 citing Khrushchev’s major goal as changing the status quo in Berlin and improving the Soviet’s strategic nuclear position.) The idea for the installation of the
missiles was Khrushchev’s and his alone. Chief among these was Secretary of the Treasury Douglas Dillon, a Republican. In the case of the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Castro government was secretly permitting a hostile foreign power to install nuclear weapons aimed at the U.S. This was clearly a direct hostile act in itself and therefore, would have
been much different than U.S. actions toward Japan in the South Pacific before WWII. Was the mere presence of such missiles “offensive” in character, given the capacity of missiles to strike key American cities? These sites were guarded by 40,000 Soviet combat troops. West Berlin became a symbol of U.S. determination to resist Soviet expansion. If
attacked, the city’s defenders could only delay the inevitable. Given the massive military buildup in Florida, the attempted invasion at the Bay of Pigs, and Operation Mongoose with its sabotage and assassination attempts Castro had good reason for this belief. It means that on some occasions, we will not have the support that we need. In every
conversation we’ve had with the Russians, that’s what … Even last night we [Soviet Minister Andre Gromyko and I] talked about Cuba for a while, but Berlin — that’s what Khrushchev’s committed himself to personally. 3. Kennedy, had been one of the few millionaires to back Franklin Roosevelt in the 1932 election. Excomm meeting transcripts
clearly show that the Chiefs knew that the planes were being shot at. Japan had not declared war on the U.S. President Roosevelt labeled December 7 as “a date which will live in infamy.” Pearl Harbor had two effects on the Cuban Missile Crisis. The primary example of Kennedy’s restraint occurred on October 27 when a Russian Surface to Air
missile (SAM) shot down an American U-2 spy plane killing the pilot. See “HOW ACCURATE IS THE MOVIE?” 32. (4) The secret placement of nuclear missiles in Cuba was an aggressive move by the Soviets. After the Cuban Missile Crisis, the superpowers moved to reduce the risk of a nuclear confrontation. It was irresponsible for him to have risked
nuclear war by placing missiles in Cuba, and it was irresponsible to delay resolution of the crisis for a day or two to try to force another concession out of the U.S. On the other hand, the U.S. and President Kennedy can be faulted for setting the stage by attempting to destabilize the Castro regime and to assassinate Castro. Missile transporters and
missile-ready tents where fueling and maintenance took place. There were certainly disagreements and mistrust between President Kennedy and General LeMay, Chief of Staff of the Air Force. Your continuing support helps make Iowa PBS possible. The challenge: how to force the Russians to withdraw the missiles without provoking nuclear war.
(Source: The Kennedy Tapes (October 16, P.M.) p. 625 – 626.) Decades later, at a conference about the Cuban Missile Crisis, Castro told Kennedy’s Defense Secretary, Robert McNamara, that back in 1962 he had advocated a Soviet nuclear first strike with the knowledge that it would lead to a U.S. nuclear attack on Cuba. On balance, responsibility
for events which put the future of the world at risk fall more heavily on the Soviet side than to the U.S.; more to Khrushchev than to Kennedy. 482 & 483 and Khrushchev Remembers, pp. What role did this play in the crisis? Robert Kennedy, in his book Thirteen Days at page 127, quotes the President as saying, in relation to the Tuchman book and the
crisis: “If anybody is around to write after this, they are going to understand that we made every effort to find peace and every effort to give our adversary room to move. He wanted to improve Russia’s nuclear capabilities without waiting for Soviet scientists and engineers to upgrade Russia’s own missile fleet. (Source: The Kennedy Tapes, pg. We
will have been regarded as – they think we’ve got this fixation about Cuba anyway — we would be regarded as the trigger-happy Americans who lost Berlin. Danger and Survival New York: Random House, 1988; Dobrynin, Anatoly. But that is almost never the choice. Suggested Response: Nikita Khrushchev. The movie captures the tension that the
crisis provoked and provides an example of how foreign policy was made in the last half of the 20th century. President Ronald Reagan and Soviet General Secretary of the Communist Party Mikhail Gorbachev negotiated the INF Treaty in the late 1980s, which began the elimination of intermediate-range nuclear missiles. However, by backing down
and removing the missiles with only the no invasion promise, Khrushchev showed foresight and political courage. However, it is true that the second, harsher letter, was prompted by the Kennedy’s proposals for the trade. John F. After the crisis, Khrushchev claimed that protecting Cuban sovereignty was Khrushchev’s only goal in placing missiles in
Cuba. Khrushchev forgot (or never knew and his experts on the U.S. didn’t tell him) that the U.S. mainland hadn’t been invaded since 1812. 16. This information was essential to bring the weight of world opinion on the side of the U.S. Have the worldwide intelligence-gathering failures associated with the 2003 Iraq war (such as the incorrect
information about an Iraqi attempt to purchase Niger uranium, phantom weapons of mass destruction, unsupported charges of operational linkages to Al Qaeda, etc.) compromised the ability of the West to rally world public opinion with intelligence data? Consider factors that were important to those facing the Cuban Missile Crisis as well as factors
important to a modern, more interconnected world. President Kennedy didn’t believe that the U.S. advantage in ICBMs meant that the U.S. could safely engage in nuclear war with Russia. Khrushchev, hereinafter “Sergei Khrushchev” pp. The film is an excellent platform for debates about the Cuban Missile Crisis, nuclear weapons policy during the
Cold War, and current foreign policy issues. Does it matter? Castro thought that if an invasion would trigger a nuclear war, the Soviets had the best chance of winning if they struck first with their nuclear weapons. Innumerable books have been written on it. Thirteen Days/Ninety Miles by Norman H. However, the Soviets acutely felt the inferiority of
their nuclear deterrent. These would have destroyed most major U.S. cities. While there were defenses to the long-range bombers, there were no defenses to ICBMs or IRBMs. (There are still no effective defenses to these weapons.) In 1962 while the U.S. government knew that its nuclear forces were much stronger than those of the Soviet Union, it
realized that losing its major cities with casualties approaching 100,000,000 people was not acceptable. In private cables to the State Department and in public speeches, Ambassador Kennedy supported the Munich compromise. If he had been wrong, and ordered the U.S. Air Force to take out the SAM battery that had fired on the U-2, we would have
been several steps closer to war. Thinking in Time: The Uses of History for Decision Makers New York: Free Press, c1986.v; Stoessinger, John George Crusaders and Pragmatists: Movers of Modern American Foreign Policy New York: Norton, c1979. Everyone knew that an attack on a large number of Red Army troops would have triggered a larger
war. 119.) We are not aware of evidence demonstrating a concerted effort by the military to maneuver the U.S. into a war. LESSON #2: The person making the ultimate decision, in it is the U.S. the President, should have the benefit of the best information possible and many recommendations and opinions from both inside and outside of government.
U.S. nuclear policy at the time also helped. In democratic countries, many believe that the repository of wisdom is ultimately in the people. General Shoup, Commandant of the Marine Corps asserted that the Soviet Union already had sufficient missile capacity to attack the U.S. (Source: Ibid.) Early in the crisis, on October 19, 1962, President
Kennedy summarized the situation to the Joint Chiefs of Staff as follows: First, I think we ought to think of why the Russians did this. Kennedy advocated a compromise with Hitler and isolationist foreign policy. Suggested Response: President Kennedy was correct. Should Hollywood be required to report only facts exactly as they occurred, or are
some changes permissible to assist in the telling of the story? This commitment was, in fact, a concession by the U.S. It gave Khrushchev a way to claim that he had achieved an important objective despite removing the missiles. Suggested Response: Probably. The correct information should be made available to the public and comparisons with the
historical record should be available. Available from Amazon.com. These were all served by the solution crafted by President Kennedy. However, President Kennedy did know that one choice led the world much closer to nuclear war and the other kept alive the hope for a peaceful resolution. Soviet ships tested the blockade but ultimately chose not to
challenge the quarantine. At times Ambassador Thompson directly contradicted President Kennedy’s initial ideas convincing him to change his mind. (The Soviet’s aggressive actions in the Cuban Missile Crisis are Exhibit 1 for that proposition.) The expense of maintaining an army large enough to counter the Red Army in Europe and the Chinese
Army in Asia would have put a tremendous strain on Western economies. The Western democracies made it clear that if the Soviets interfered with the airlift there would be war. Allison; Mr. Allison is a noted scholar with expertise in the Cuban Missile Crisis.) Most of the incidents described in the film actually occurred, including the meetings in
which the Russian Foreign Minister Gromyko lied directly to President Kennedy when he assured him that the Russians were not installing missiles in Cuba, the late night meeting between Bobby Kennedy and the Soviet Ambassador Dobrynin in which the offer to remove obsolete missiles from Turkey was made, the confrontation at the U.N., the back
channel efforts to communicate with Khrushchev, and some of the specific exchanges between President Kennedy and his advisors. (We don’t believe removing the missiles from Turkey would have been appeasement because they were obsolete.) Paradoxically, the threat of nuclear war by both countries preserved the peace during the Cold War. Do
you agree with the U.S. Navy admiral who insists that his ship correctly followed the traditional “rules of engagement?” Or were you convinced by civilian Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara who argued that the rules have changed, given the significance of the crisis and the chances for misperception and mistake? That was very clear last night
[in the meeting with Gromyko]. What Khrushchev had not understood when he gave the order to put the missiles in Cuba in the first place, was that the U.S. population was unwilling to tolerate hostile nuclear missiles in Cuba. “Munich” was thereafter cited as the classic historical example of encouraging an aggressor by giving in to its demands.
Khrushchev didn’t look at the missile crisis through the eyes of the U.S. leaders or its people. It also covered the situation in which the numerically superior Soviet armies were overrunning Western Europe, and the only way to stop them was with the threat of nuclear weapons. The movie does not show the role played by U.S. foreign policy in helping
create the atmosphere in which the crisis occurred. Crisis, Escalation, War Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1972; LaFeber, Walter America in the Cold War: Twenty Years of Revolutions and Response, 1947-1967 New York: Wiley, 1969; Mandelbaum, Michael The Nuclear Question: The United States and Nuclear Weapons, 1946-1976
Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1979; Neustadt, Richard E and Ernest R. Both the Communists and NATO recognized this fact. [I]f they would not be willing, who would be?” (Source: Robert F. On the other hand, if we begin the blockade that we’re talking about, the chances are they will begin a blockade [of Berlin] and say that
we started it. President Kennedy, as a young man, had written a best selling book criticizing appeasement. Now, they would be removed. Kennedy convenes a team of advisors to help decide how to respond. Not all assignments reach all Anchor Standards. He saw the Cuban Missile Crisis as a golden opportunity for this war. The expense of
maintaining an army large enough to counter the Red Army in Europe and the Chinese Army in Asia would have put a tremendous strain on Western economies. For example, it believed that the missiles were not operational and that only 2-3,000 Soviet personnel were in place. Khrushchev, on the other hand, exhibited extremely poor leadership by
initiating the crisis. And so we’ve got to do something. In an attempt to redress the imbalance in nuclear missiles and ensure that the U.S. would not mount another Cuban invasion, Nikita Khrushchev, leader of the Soviet Union, began a program to secretly place intermediate-range nuclear missiles in Cuba. In Sergei Khrushchev’s words the reaction
of the U.S. citizenry was “Father’s miscalculation …”) In addition, Communications in 1962 were not what they are today. Powell’s speech sought to justify a war. Through his willingness to agree formally not to invade Cuba, President Kennedy gave Khrushchev a way out of the crisis. See “WHO BEARS RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS CLOSE BRUSH
WITH NUCLEAR WAR?” Any of the discussion questions can serve as a writing prompt. So they would say that we endangered their interests and security and reunification [of Germany] and all the rest, because of the preemptive action that we took in Cuba. Give the reasons for your opinion. Soviet ships tested the blockade, but ultimately chose not
to challenge the quarantine. While some recommended diplomacy, others pressed for military options, such as air strikes or an invasion of Cuba. Furthermore, in the service of Russian neo-imperialism and Communist solidarity, Khrushchev wanted to protect Cuba from invasion from the U.S. Even before the crisis, with the history of the Bay of Pigs
invasion and the ongoing “Operation Mongoose,” the Russians and the Cubans had reason to fear U.S. intentions. Describe three major misimpressions left by the movie. The Soviets insisted that the missiles they were installing in Cuba were “defensive weapons,” intended only to protect the island of Cuba. Do such consequences outweigh the risk of
nuclear war? They will exercise research and writing skills in the expression of these insights. These missiles would be able to reach almost all of the continental U.S. The CIA learned of suspicious activity from intelligence sources on the island, and the U.S. sent U-2 spy planes to investigate. It appears that his peacemaker role depended upon the
weight of risks and the potential for success both in political and human terms. How close were we to nuclear war in the Cuban Missile Crisis? like the Bay of Pigs Operation did at first.” What was the Bay of Pigs Operation? (He said that he received a “telling off” for his actions.) What are the dangers of the ability of some in the military (on either
side) to act without authority from their military commanders, or even their political leaders? The U.S. Constitution requires this by making the President the Commander in Chief of the armed forces. Success in one area can lead to overconfidence in another that results in a later defeat. They lied. EpisodeSeason 10Episode1008May 26, 2022
Features include: Community Shoutout: Brooklyn, Kelly Montijo Fink, Country Music DJ Hall of Fame, and Greek Cooking. After watching the file, engage the class in a discussion about the movie and the Cuban Missile Crisis. After that time, the Superpowers introduced new procedures to defuse crises and acted more cautiously. The Russians had
learned to live with these threats. What are the moral implications of a massive first strike using nuclear weapons, or even a retaliatory massive nuclear strike after the other side has nuked your country? Over the years, as more about the crisis became public, it become clear that the non-invasion pledge was a real concession. Feel the energy of
hundreds of amazing student performers as they share highlights from their award-winning musicals. For example, Khrushchev could have just sent the 40,000 Red Army troops (or even 5,000 or 10,000) with a mission to defend the island. So, I don’t think we’ve got any satisfactory alternatives. As long as the essence of the situation is conveyed, then
movies dealing with historical issues are beneficial. United States Defense Secretary Robert McNamara observes that America could use a blockade because it had been mapped out before as a war game. xlii.) After the Bay of Pigs invasion, the CIA developed Operation Mongoose which actively tried to destabilize the Cuban regime and assassinate
Castro. It meant that had a US invasion been carried out… there was a 99 percent probability that nuclear war would have been initiated.” (Source: National Security Strategy: The Cuban/Caribbean Missile Crisis, October 1962 by Professor Branislav L. EpisodeSeason 10Episode1007May 19, 2022 Features include: Community Shoutout: Ida Grove,
Emmetsburg Main Street Community Theatre, Angie Lampe, Costume Designer, and Love of Theatre. (Source: Interview with McNamara in “The Fog of War” a documentary film.) Finally, Khrushchev backed down because President Kennedy was willing to provide a formal commitment that if the missiles were withdrawn, the U.S. would not invade
Cuba and that it would not help others to do so. .” (Source: Thirteen Days Analyses Belsen Center for Science and International Affairs, comment by Graham T. Khrushchev had already decided to remove the missiles; he was just waiting for the right time. In the meantime, the U.S. mounted a diplomatic offensive attempting to use world opinion to
pressure the Soviets to remove the missiles. West Berlin was more important to the Russians and the Europeans than was Cuba. For example, the existence of nuclear missiles 90 miles from the U.S. coast was intolerable to the public in the U.S. because of its history of isolation and the protection behind the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Khrushchev
admitted that his plan “bordered on adventurism.” The U.S. and the Kennedy Administration contributed to the Cuban Missile Crisis through a number of policies. During the Excomm deliberations, President Kennedy called in Llewellyn (Tommy) Thompson who had just returned from serving as the U.S. Ambassador to Moscow. The only available
landing strips for refueling were in two countries, Guinea and Senegal, which had agreed not to permit the flights. If the U.S. had publicly agreed to trade the missiles in Turkey for the Russian missiles in Cuba, would the U.S. have been making a concession similar to those made by France and Britain at the Munich conference before the Second
World War? Given the U.S. experience in Vietnam, this conversation demonstrates the dialectic nature of historical struggles. Khrushchev, Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA, 2000. President Kennedy worried that a surprise pre-emptive attack on Cuba would be the moral equivalent of Japan’s attack upon the United States at Pearl
Harbor. Suggested Response: The second letter from Khrushchev was the direct result of the suggestions by President Kennedy that he might be willing to add the missiles in Turkey to the deal. Brothers 2. Through the years, West Berlin became a wealthy glittering oasis standing in stark contrast to the drab and relatively impoverished life of East
Germany. Otherwise, our answer would be quite easy…. These could obliterate US cities up to the Canadian border. The Soviet leadership, however, didn’t realize how much the U.S. feared Russia’s nuclear power. Thus, the credibility of the Kennedy Administration, with its friends and its foes, had been tied to keeping Cuba free of Russian missiles.
Shortly after the war, the Western powers consolidated their zones into a new state called West Germany. Therefore, the civilian leaders must have absolute control over the military. When Castro proposed in a letter to Khrushchev that the Russians begin a nuclear war before the invasion, Khrushchev was horrified. The invasion was an unmitigated
disaster for the U.S. government and for President Kennedy. It did nothing to stop the construction of the missile sites or the arming of the existing missiles with nuclear warheads. RESPONSIBILITY (Do what you are supposed to do; Persevere: keep on trying!; Always do your best; Use self-control; Be self-disciplined; Think before you act — consider
the consequences; Be accountable for your choices) 1. Suggested Response: The next time the U.S. or the Western nations ask the world or the U.N. to act based on intelligence information, there will be a very strong question about whether that intelligence is accurate. Justify your response. Suggested Response: See the Helpful Background section
relating to the first strike option. 35 & 60. President Kennedy adopted a middle approach in which the U.S. Navy established a quarantine preventing any additional missiles or offensive weapons from reaching the island. (Source: The Kennedy Tapes, page xlvi.) As it turned out, when faced with the probability that his ploy in Cuba would lead to
nuclear war, and given an out by the U.S., Khrushchev acted in a civilized manner and withdrew the missiles. We would have no support among our allies. Khrushchev was trying to take advantage of the situation and change his first offer. First, the lesson that an adversary might mount a sneak attack had been absorbed by U.S. intelligence and was
partially responsible for the U-2 flights and aerial reconnaissance that discovered the missiles. The Russian sector of Berlin became the capital of East Germany. Suggested Response: Bobby Kennedy was referring to the situation in which all of the President’s major advisors told him that the Bay of Pigs invasion would be successful. The quarantine
lent credibility to the other threats. 13. (See discussion above about Khrushchev’s “mistake.”) (2) Believing Russian assurances that they had no plans to put missiles in Cuba, President Kennedy had gone on record stating that the U.S. would never accept nuclear missiles in Cuba. In the meantime, the U.S. mounted a public relations and diplomatic
offensive attempting to use world opinion to pressure the Soviets to remove the missiles. President Kennedy was engaging in historical hyperbole. Which leaves me only one alternative, which is to fire nuclear weapons — which is a hell of an alternative — and begin a nuclear exchange with all this happening. Even before the crisis, with the history of
the Bay of Pigs invasion and the ongoing “Operation Mongoose,” the Russians and the Cubans had reason to fear U.S. intentions. World War II: The men in the Excomm had personal memories of World War II and the Korean War. Governmental officials from agencies not usually involved in critical military decisions were included in the committee.
111 and 112.) U.S. policy makers rushed to prepare an invasion of the island without knowing that the missiles were operational and that the island was guarded by 40,000 Red Army personnel armed with tactical nuclear weapons (another in a long line of gross U.S. intelligence failures that extend to the present day). As a result, Khrushchev had only
incomplete control over the Russian military units in Cuba. (3) The installation of missiles in Cuba was the opening gambit in the Russians’ long planned move against West Berlin. In 1948 Stalin suddenly stopped permitting access by land to West Berlin. Any of these situations, if they had come to pass, would have shown the Europeans that they
could not rely on the U.S. to look after their interests and would have undermined the NATO alliance. The Russians did not withdraw their forces from Eastern Europe. As the Cold War took hold, Americans became alarmed at the spread of Communist regimes in East Europe and East Asia. U.S. policy underestimated the effect of these missiles on the
Russians. Suggested Response: This is a matter that can be debated. In that time, an American U-2 pilot was killed, and it was only President Kennedy’s restraint that prevented nuclear war. Finally, in secret negotiations, Khrushchev agreed to dismantle the missiles in Cuba. President Kennedy chose to believe that the attack on the U-2 was
unauthorized. After the missiles had been removed, President Kennedy described the process of crisis management by stating that one must be firm, obtain the best information possible, and act with care. Powell’s speech was less well-received. The Europeans would take these events as proof that the U.S. valued getting the missiles out of Cuba more
than preserving Berlin. The U.S. had an 18 to 1 advantage over the Soviets in ICBMs. Yet because of the numerical superiority of the Red Army and of the Chinese Army, the U.S. would not disavow a nuclear first strike as a military option. What do you think of that theory? Peace/Peacemakers [A note from the authors. They’ve got enough to blow us
up now anyway, I think it’s just a question of … After all, this is a political struggle as much as military. 62.) (See also pages 116 and 117 in which President Kennedy disagrees with assessments by Generals Wheeler and LeMay that the missiles in Cuba significantly changed the military situation. 22. President Kennedy disagreed. However, there were
other reasons to avoid a pre-emptive strike on Cuba, specifically, (1) it had not been proven that it was impossible to force the Russians to remove their nuclear missiles using less force than a pre-emptive strike or an invasion; (2) an invasion with a pre-emptive strike was extremely risky because the U.S. could not be sure to have destroyed all the
nuclear weapons, and it would take only one nuclear strike on the U.S. to start a nuclear war with the Soviet Union; and (3) it was possible that the invasion would not be successful or that it would be much more difficult that we had expected. 61 & 62.) The problem with the missiles in Cuba was at least four-fold: (1) The installation of the missiles 90
miles from the U.S. mainland destroyed the sense of security enjoyed by the U.S. population for a hundred and fifty years. The Western sector of Berlin, despite the fact that it was deep within East German territory, became a part of West Germany. Finkelstein, Simon & Schuster, 1994; The Cuban Missile Crisis by Paul Brubaker, Enslow Publishers,
Inc., 2001; The Cuban Missile Crisis — At Issue in History, Edited by Loreta M. What would have been the consequences of such actions? Now that the intelligence on which the speech was based has proved to be faulty, the speech has resulted in damage to U.S. prestige. The Munich conference convinced Hitler that France and Britain were weak,
leading directly to the German invasion of Poland. Kennedy was a cold warrior and used force when he felt it was in the interests of the U.S. His policies before the Cuban Missile Crisis can be criticized as overly aggressive and dangerous. Suggested Response: Taking the missiles out of Turkey was not like Munich in that President Kennedy knew the
missiles in Turkey were obsolete and scheduled to be replaced by submarine-based missiles. On the other hand, we increase the chance greatly, as I think they — there’s bound to be a reprisal from the Soviet Union, there always is — of their just going in and taking Berlin by force at some point. Question 2: In what ways did failure of intelligence,
both in terms of information and communication, worsen the crisis? Berlin was located deep within the Russian zone. A key episode in the movie Thirteen Days is the confrontation between an American warship and a Soviet ship which refused to stop. In secret negotiations, Khrushchev agreed to dismantle the missiles in Cuba. And there’ll be some
question about the attitude of the Europeans. Just after his administration took office, President Kennedy had everyone on the Security Counsel read Barbara Tuchman’s The Guns of August. During the Cuban Missile Crisis, the military predicted success in Cuba, unaware that the U.S. armed forces would come up against 40,000 Red Army troops
equipped with tactical nuclear weapons. They didn’t tell him that for more than 150 years the U.S. population had felt protected by the oceans separating it from Europe and Asia.
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